Pretty lights by Lansman, Erica
Volume 2 Article 5
12-2011
Pretty lights
Erica Lansman
Iowa State University
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/revival
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Repository @ Iowa State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Revival
Magazine by an authorized administrator of Digital Repository @ Iowa State University. For more information, please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Lansman, Erica (2011) "Pretty lights," Revival Magazine: Vol. 2, Article 5.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/revival/vol2/iss1/5
REVIVAL MAGAZINE | F/W 11-128 1
Lansman: Pretty lights
Published by Digital Repository @ Iowa State University, 2011
REVIVAL MAGAZINE | F/W 11-12 9
Glow sticks. Sweat. Bass. These are essential to the experience of the 
banging mixture of electronica and dark 60’s soul fused in the eclectic 
music crafted by Derek Vincent Smith, hailing from Fort Collins, 
Colorado – a.k.a, Pretty Lights. Des Moines was no exception to the 
domino effect of sold-out shows across the U.S. Pretty Lights had the 
crowd in the palm of its musical hand in Val Air Ballroom. Collective-
ly, the atmosphere was that of pure body-drenching bliss consisting of 
an ocean of swaying bodies. Any artist that provides their music for free 
via downloads and sells out shows across the U.S. and abroad prob-
ably considers the fans first priority. This show proved Pretty Light’s 
dedication.
The music consisted of digital samplings that skipped from one 
genre to another like a hop-scotching five-year-old, including hip-hop, 
vintage funk, soul, and a little grime. Maybe just maybe, it got a little 
hot and sweaty.  
But let’s take a step back. It’s hard to talk about live music without 
mentioning fantastic set design. Set designer Martin Philips and Cata-
lyst/LED technician John McGuire – the same designers responsible 
for the lighting of Kanye West’s “Glow in 
the Dark” Tour, not to mention the famous 
pyramid from “Daft Punk’s 2007 Alive Tour,” 
and (as if that weren’t enough) Deadmau5’s 
sets, as well.
LED Lighting Technology played a heavy 
role in the concert, mounted in a series of 
erector-set style towers made to mimic a city 
skyline. Smith worked his magic from the 
center of the stage, with his booth wedged 
into stacked cubes. The ick-factor of jiving 
in a sweaty mass of bodies fades away in the 
hypnotic lights – the music is geared to get 
you out of your body and into the spirit of the 
crush and rhythm of the concert. 
A night of raw bass-heavy dubstep in ya 
face? We just can’t stop staring at those Pretty 
Lights. ERICA LANSMAN
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